
From ER Literature Circles and Mock Trials into Academic Debate 
Se#ngs: 

1. Role based Literature Circles  (4 or 5 per group) 
a. SSR in class, then assign:  

Summarizer, Word Master, Passage Person, Experience Connector, Discussion leader 
b. HW: Work with Pachi 2.0 Literature Circle Coach to learn your role and Discussion Leader 
c. Students perform LC in class for 20 minutes – recorded with IC recorder 

2. Mock Trial (4 or 5 per group) 
a. Students learn that they will read the same story again! 
b. New roles for four-person groups:  

Prosecutor, Prosecutor’s Witness, Defense, Defendant, Judge 
c. HW: Work with Mel 2.0 Mock Trial Mentor to work on their role 
d. AddiQonal Class SeRngs:  

Role-specific meeQngs (Pros, Pros Witness, Defense, Defendants, Judges) 
AVorney Client Private PreparaQon: Prosecutor and Prosecutor’s Witness; Defense and Defendant 

e. Mock Trial with all group members together again – recorded (follow trial flow) 
f. Post Trial ReflecQon and Sentencing Discussion  

(Introduce RestoraQve JusQce and Community Service!) 

 
 

http://bit.ly/4p4z0iu
http://bit.ly/3V01soc


 
 
 

Kittens like steam clouds:  Mock Trial Flow Sheet 
Role Details 

[1]  
judge 

• opens the trial  
• reads the charges against the man and the potential punishments 
• tells the prosecutor/defence what to do and when 
• takes notes of what happens during the trial 

[2]  
prosecutor 

Opening statement 
• explains the case for the City of Beppu against the man / the girl. 
• says the main claims that will be made (there should be 2-3 claims) 
• says there is enough evidence to show that the man is guilty 

[3]  
defence 

Opening statement 
• explains the case for the defendant (manl) 
• says the claims that will be made in the trial to prove the man is 

innocent  
• there should be 2-3 counter claims 

• says there is not enough evidence to find the man  guilty 
[4]  

prosecution 
witnesses 

Direct examination 
• prosecutor asks questions to their witness (the girl) 
• defence takes notes of what happens 

Cross examination 
• defence asks questions to the witness (the girl) 
• prosecutor takes notes of what happens 

[5]  
defence witnesses 

Direct examination 
• defence asks questions to their witness (the man) 
• prosecutor takes notes of what happens 

Cross examination 
• prosecutor asks questions to the witnesses (the man) 
• defence takes notes of what happens 

[6]  
prosecutor 

Closing statement 
• summarise your claims and the evidence 
• say why the defence counterclaims are weak 

[7]  
defence 

Closing statement 
• summarise your counterclaims and the evidence 
• say why the prosecution claims are weak 

[8]  
judge 

• gives their decision, the reasons why, and what happens next.  

Notes: 
• The judge is like the teacher (they must manage the activity for everyone). 

• As Nozomi is young, the judge should “protect” her from stress or pressure. 
• The prosecutor and defence should talk to the judge (or the witness) only. 

• They should ask questions only during examination time. 
• Direct examination questions should strengthen your case. 
• Cross examination questions should weaken the rival’s case. 

• The witnesses should answer the questions only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
The Judge  
(This version is if the man is being charged) 
The Judge’s job is to …..  

• Introduce yourself as the judge and that this is your court. 
• Ask the Defense and Prosecutor to introduce themselves and their jobs. 
• Explain the crime or crimes to the group. 
• Explain who is suspected of doing something wrong. 
• Ask the Prosecuting lawyer to summarize his or her case. 
• Listen and take note of the evidence. Ask questions when you do not understand. 
• Ask the Defense lawyer to summarize his or her case. 
• Listen and take note of the evidence. Ask questions when you do not understand. 
• After hearing all of the evidence, decide whether the suspect is guilty. 
• Decide on the sentence for the suspect. 
• Help keep the discussion going. 

 

 Crime #1 Explanation: The man, Ojiji, is being charged with pet abandonment after his 
daughter, Nozomi, released her pregnant cat, Tama, into an alley. Although Nozomi took the 
action, as a juvenile, she may not be charged. The court must decide whether Ojiji, as her 
guardian, should be held responsible. The cat is still at large and has not been found. Judgment 
must be fair, culturally informed, and consider both the letter and spirit of the law. 

Pet Abandonment 
Sentencing 
Guide 

PUNISHMENT 

Judge Decides Sentence Fine Imprisonment 

Crime The judge, after hearing the trial, decides 
whether the man is guilty or not guilty. If 
guilty, the judge must sentence the man 
based on sentencing regulations and 
extenuating circumstances. 

 

If a fine is levied, then 
there can be no 
imprisonment. 

If a person guilty of pet 
abandonment is sentenced to 
prison, then there is no monetary 
fine levied. 

Pet 
abandonment 

Abandoning a pet is an act of abuse to a 
domesticated animal.  

The fine can range 
from any value up to a 
maximum of one 
million yen.*  

The sentence can range from no 
time in jail to a maximum of one 
year in prison.*  

Pet killing If the pet in question, Tama, has died, then 
the charge may change from pet 
abandonment to pet killing. 

The fine can range 
from any value up to a 
maximum of five million 
yen.*  

The sentence can range from no 
time in jail to a maximum of five 
years in prison.*  

*These sentences are taken from Fusek (2022) 
Notes: It is legal to ask a Veterinarian in Japan to perform an abortion on a pregnant cat. The deaths of 
the kittens in the womb of the mother is not considered killing, since they have not yet been born. The 
mother cat will also be sterilized (spayed) at the same time, so will not be able to get pregnant again. 

 

The judge’s decision: 
As a judge for the City of Beppu, I find the man [guilty/not guilty] of pet abandonment.  

• If guilty: The penalty will be (either a fine of x yen OR y days/months in prison). 
• If innocent: As the man was found Not Guilty, there is no punishment, and he is free to go. 

 

https://unseenjapan.com/japan-animal-abandonment-campaign/


 

The Prosecutor 
The Prosecutor’s job is to … 

• Prove that the man and his daughter’s actions were pet abandonment. 
• Provide a definition of pet abandonment. 
• Show evidence that the pet has been abandoned. 
• Present evidence from prosecutor’s witness’s by direct examination 
• Cross examine Ojiji and Nozomi to show the abandonment was pre-meditated and not an act of ‘temporary insanity.’ 

 
Preparation: You need to be an expert on this text! 

• Tell the story so that it makes the defendant appear VERY guilty! 
• Try to show why the man in the story should get the most severe sentence. 
• Create questions for both your witnesses and the opposition’s witnesses 

 
My Summary of What Happened: 

At the beginning:  
In the middle:  
At the end:  

 
My Claims and Evidence 

Claim Evidence Comments on evidence strength 

1: 
  

Chapter: ___ The part where...  

2:  
  

Chapter: ___ The part where...  

3:  
  

Chapter: ___ The part where...  

 
Introduce your claims and evidence, saying 

• As we can see on _______________ 
• As __________ said, ______________ 
• According to _________, ___________ 

 

Question Preparation 
Questions for prosecution witnesses - direct examination Questions for defense witnesses – cross examination 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 

Witness or Defendant 
The Witness’s job is to ….. 

• Read the story carefully. Make notes while reading about the witness’s testimony.  
• Practice retelling your testimony before class, so you can retell your view in under 3 minutes. 
• Describe the background and then retell the story. 
• Research your role to find helpful information on the Internet  

 
Setting the scene - short notes and drawings okay! 

Let me explain the situation when the story begins. (Explain the relationships between the main characters, and what 
the main characters want. Also explain where/when the story is happening.) 
 
 
 
  

 
The middle of the story... 

In the middle of the story… 
   

 
 
 
  

 
The highpoint (climax) of the story... 

At the highest point of the story… 
   

 
 
 
  

 
The end of the story… 

At the end of the story… 
   
 
 
  

 
What questions will I answer for direct 
examination? 

What questions do I predict I will get in cross-
examination? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 


